In India, Kerala witnessed the worst floods of all times in 2018. It left 483 people dead and the destruction caused was more than the annual outlay of Kerala (Economic Times:2018). It left people devastated and scarred for life. Natural disasters of such magnitude violate the principle of "inter-generational equity". The genesis of sustainable development can be traced back to the principle of "rule of law". It is based on the fundamental requisite of equality and absence of arbitrary powers. Environmental degradation violates rule of law because it exposes people to risk of natural disasters. Rule of Law is the harbinger of environmental governance. Secretary General of UN defined rule of law as "a principle of governance in which all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, including the State itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced and independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human rights norms and standards" (UNEP: 2015). It also forms the bulwark of SDGs. The 13th SDG of "Climate Action" aims to help the vulnerable countries to adapt to climate change and how disaster risk measures can be integrated into the national strategies (UNDP).Natural disasters not only result in the loss of life and property, it also brings forth the social and economic inequalities exiting in the society. In India various vulnerabilities like caste, gender, poverty are aggravated in the wake of disasters. This calls for the integration of rule of law in disaster management. The P a g e | 159
Introduction
Rule of Law is the most organic and the oldest principle of "governance". It forms the core of the administrative law. Probably, A.V.Dicey also shelled out "rule of law" as an extension to constitutional law. It is the bedrock on which the constitutional law always falls back upon for the realisation of the glorified goals set by the constitutional law. The French Revolution gave the slogan of "liberty, equality, fraternity", but it is "rule of law" which cemented the path for the realisation of this glorious slogan. Rule of law can be loosely understood as the dominance of law over an individual. It refers to the system in which there prevails the "supremacy of law".
He defined rule of law as :
[It] means in the first place, the absolute supremacy or predominance of regular law as opposed to the influence of arbitrary power, and excludes the existence of arbitrariness, of prerogative, or even of wide discretionary authority on the part of the government .... It means, again, equality before the law, or the equal subjection of all classes to the ordinary law of the land administered by the ordinary courts ... [and] , lastly,... that, in short, the principles of private law have with us been by the action of the courts and Parliament so extended as to determine the THINK INDIA (Quarterly Journal) ISSN : 0971-1260 Vol-22-Issue-3-July-September-2019 P a g e | 160 position of the Crown and of its servants; thus the constitution is the result of the ordinary law of the land. (Dicey:1961, 120) A.V.Dicey"s "rule of law" can be broken down to following propositions to maintain and ensure supremacy of law:
1. Equality before law 2. Absence of discretionary powers in the hands of the government officials;
3. Law is a codified code of conduct or based on the ancient customs and traditions recognised by the courts in the administration of justice.
Largely, rule of law is dependent on the institutions which are in charge of governance. It is the cross cutting principle across the three pillars of the State i.e. legislature, executive and judiciary. The legislature will codify and chalk new laws and ensure that it follows the constitutional principles; the executive will implement laws without practising any biases and special preferences. Finally, it is the judiciary which comes into action in case "rule of law" is violated.
What is the end of "rule of law"? Is "justice" the end of "rule of law"? Or mainly the rule of law aims at smooth functioning of the administration? Over a period of time "rule of law" has proven to be the most dynamic concept. The administration of justice can be taken as the objective of rule of law. So, today it is not just the interpretation of Constitution which should ensure observance of rule of law, but it should find its realisation in every walk of our lives. Rule of law has outgrown from being a strict legal concept to be regarded as a "philosophy of life." By saying so we mean that it is not just the legislature, executive and judiciary which will work towards "rule of law", rather it is supposed to be the guiding principle of our very
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Purpose of the Paper
The paper investigates that how the legal system can be challenged in times of major disaster and tries to identify core values of the rule of law which should be respected and promoted, even in stressful times, and to promulgate principles that preserve the rule of law.
Environment and Rule of Law
As already stated that rule of law needs to find imprints in our lives. The Indian judiciary has declared right to wholesome environment as part of "right to life" in various judgments like M.C.Mehta V Union of India (1987) . The rise of judicial activism is usually equated with the rise of Public Interest Litigation. However, it can also be seen as the reincarnation of "rule of law" which had started to lose its sheen in the backdrop of Emergency in 1975. Several rights were interpreted as part of "right to life". If we concentrate on environment, the judiciary realised that the constitution has a seminal role to play in the conservation of environment. Article 48A which is a Directive Principle of State Policy provides that "the state shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wild life of the country", was extended to fall within the purview of Article 21 and was given enforceability of law. In 1986, the Environment Protection Act was enacted. The Act largely states Article 48A as the object of the Act. It states that it is "an Act to provide for the protection and improvement of environment and for matters connected 1. The norms, rules, laws for environmental protection shall apply equally to all;
2. There will be absence of "discretionary powers" in the hands of the authorities. Any action which can cause "environmental degradation" needs to be checked;
3. The norms shall arise from a codified law, made by the experts of the field; 4. The judiciary shall be empowered to keep redesigning and redefining the norms so as to ensure environmental protection The last ingredient is an addition because the "environmental degradation" and "environmental protection" are ever evolving concepts and the judiciary should be free to interpret so as to suit to the ever changing times, as desperate time"s calls for desperate actions. The judiciary works under this principle. Bruce Pardy (2014) considers this as a problem. According to him this approach is the antithesis of rule of law, since rule of law is rooted in the well-defined and fixed laws. People are to be ruled by the "rule of law" and not by the subjective interpretations of those in authority or power. However, when it comes to "environmental protection", it will be arbitrary to be guided by rigid and fixed laws. increased cases of violations. As a matter of fact, judiciary redefined something as fixed as "procedure established by law" to mean "due process of law" i.e. the procedure established by law must be "just, fair and equitable" in Maneka Gandhi V UOI (1978) . Thus environment which is changing every second cannot be governed by a static, stagnant law. The constitution is a living document and therefore the environmental law which finds its genesis in the constitution cannot be recommended to be fixed and static.
Natural Disasters and Rule of Law
India is vulnerable to multiple kinds of disasters. More than 58.6 per cent of the landmass is prone to earthquakes of moderate to very high intensity; over 40 million hectares (12%) of its land is prone to floods and river erosion; close to 5,700 kms, out of the 7,516 kms long coastline is prone to cyclones and tsunamis; 68% of its cultivable area is vulnerable to droughts; and, its hilly areas are at risk from etal. (1994:11) seems to be the most appropriate one. He defines, "by vulnerability we mean the characteristics of a person or group in terms of their capacity to anticipate, cope with, resist, and recover from the impact of a natural hazard. It involves a combination of factors that determine the degree to which someone's life and livelihood is put at risk by a discrete and identifiable event in nature or in society."
For instance, women are made more vulnerable to disasters through their socially constructed roles. As Elaine Enarson (2012: 4) states "...gender shapes the social worlds within which natural events occur". In countries where gender discrimination is tolerated, women and girls are particularly vulnerable to natural hazards. Not only is the percentage of women and girls who die higher in these countries, but the incidence of gender-based violence-including rape, human trafficking and domestic abuse-is also known to increase exponentially during and after disasters (UNDP, these vulnerabilities. There is not even a single provision which acknowledges these vulnerabilities and merely provides for the establishment of the three tier institutions at national, regional and local levels for purposes of disaster management. This can be interpreted as violation of rule of law since it results into people getting affected differently by a same phenomenon. In the perspective of disasters it can be concluded that for the realisation of rule of law, there is an urgent need for the integration of environmental protection, vulnerability studies, and sustainable development in the disaster management. Until and unless this crucial interdependence is not addressed by law, the observance of rule of law during disasters will remain a glorified rhetoric.
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